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GERSTMEYER HIGH SCHOOL (Vego ) 


Community Aitairs Fite 


Gerstmeyer High School was named in honor of Dr. Charles 
Gerstmeyer, who was recognized as one of the leading physicians 
of the state. 

"Dr. Charles F. Gerstmeyer was born in Mainz, Germany, 
January 30, 1844, and came to America when he was seven years 
old, He studied medicine at Cincinnati, and after a short 
practice in southern Indiana, he located in Terre Haute. During 
his career, he served as coroner of Vigo County, health officer 
and a member of the Terre Haute School Board. He was, for a 
number of years, a member of the staff at St. Anthony's 
Hospital. He also was a surgeon of considerable skilland 
rad a large general practice. He was the owner of a valuable 
medical library, which he collected from all parts of the 
globe.” At the time of his death, Dr. Gerstmeyer was a director 
of the Terre taute Savings Bank. He had hoped that his friend 
Eugene V. Debs, for whom he had great admiration, would deliver 
the funeral address, but the illness of Mr. Debs, who was ina 
Chicago sanitarium, prevented the carrying out of this desire..... 
(Terre Saute Tribune, July 27, 1922, page 2.) 

The name of the school was chosen at a meeting of the 


School Board shortly before the death of Dr. Gerstmeyer. 
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Public Inspects New Features 


| In‘ Ey At Gerstmever High‘ 
s id 2)752 erent is pro-| 
George a: 


id vided to dry perspiration from gym| 
costumes in the storage space | 

Gerstmeyer Memorlal gymna 
sium, which was opened for i 


the girls’ dressing room. _ 
i 2 Each room of the building val 
© first basketball game Friday ffans for heating and ventilation. 
night, is more than an athletic’) The clock and bell in each room 
center, the public learned. is connected to the master ae 

Besides the maig gymnasium)} in the main building. 
| and the one for girls. the build-i 

f ing will house the music, speech, 1 
ta dramatics and health depart-! 
| ments of the high school. 
| The main gym with permanent! 
J seating for 1,500 persons is} 
equipped with a completely mod- 
ern and fireproof motion picture 
projection booth. 

Each department in the build- 
ing can be isolated from the 
others,. having separate entrances 
and other facilities for use with- 
out opening the rest of the rooms. 

When the school has social 
functions, such as dances ‘and 
| parties, the girls’ gymnasium will 
be used. Entrance is‘ provided 
from the main lobby. For very 


t 


Practice rooms in the music de-i 
partment are completely sound 
deadened with asbestos acoustical 
Ñ material and six inches of rock 
wool. Seven such cubicles are 
‚provided, two of them beng) 
/large enough for small groups of j: 
musicians. The rooms also will bel" 
‘\used by the speech department. |” 

From each practice room aj) 
microphone and speaker connects| 
to a master panel in the class-| 
room, so that instructors may 
communicate with individual stu- 
dents or groups. 

In the main gymnasium, the 
glass basketball bankboards ara 
of a new design, the first of their 
type to be installed in this part 
of the country. All-electric score- 
boards for basketball. are run on 
a completely new n, the time,| 7 
quarter and score being automa- 
tically registered from the score- 
keepers box and spelled ‘out ini 
different colored lights. 

Telephone and telegraph con- 
nections have been installed in p> 
the pres box, 


i 


1 


| 
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large dances the boys’ gymnasium 
f can be utilized. 
Provided with about $15,000 to 
equip the building, authorities of | 
T the school have augmented this as! 
J much as possible by manufactur- ; 
) ing certain items in the school’s 
[1 shops. These include wire baskets 
{l for locker rooms and a canvas 
=) covering for the gym floor. The! 
cover is to be used whenever the!’ 
room is turned into an auditorium! 
with folding chairs on the basket- a 
f bali court. if 
| The school purchased a large 
supply of army surplus tents to be 
sewn together for a floor covering, |! 
protecting the highly polished 
j hardwood floor from damage. 
| Some New Features, 


1 Large classrooms for each de- 
"= partment in the building have the) ty 
f newest type of blackboards, actual-! + Fy 
ly “greenboards,” since the color}, 
fj is an easy-on-the-eye grass hue.. 
/ Scientifically designed, the chalk 
| boards are made of glass, the writ 
ing surface being a finely frosted | 
| texture. 
For the dramatics department isl 
provided a full-size stage at one TE, 
send of the main gymnasium. It is] 
completely equipped with a seven-—8) 
Į foot, compact light control panel! 
Jof the latest design. Dozens of but- 


si| tons, switches and control handles 
|f| will give professional fineness to 
alällighting for plays and variety en- 
1| tertainment. Spotlights will be cast 
ii from the motion picture booth at 
eli the other end of the gym. 

Š Other stage equipment, includ- 
-ii ing curtains, drops and scenery is 
yet to be installed. Large, well- 
lighted make-up rooms, one for 
boys and one for girls, adjoin the 
stage. Off the same corridor is 
the entrance to the dramatics and 
speech classroom. 

Shower Rooms, 

In the boys’ dressing room ad- 
jacent to a large shower room is 
a clothing drying room connected 
by trap door to the football equip- 
ment storage space under the con- 
crete seat ledges of the main gym- 
nasium. Horizontal steam radia- 
tors under wire racks will dry si 
damp uniformë over nig i } 
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FPMr. Cottom: “Of special interest || 
ew ers meyer "to the visual education personnel 
| of Gerstmeyer is the booth located || 
l at the back of the gymnasium. In|! 
G m ls Ac £ ted | addition to modern projection fa- | 
yi cilities, a remote control outlet for |i 
3 24/5 the new Stromberg-Carlson public 
r i address system is located in the 
y C 00 oar M booth. The acoustic board covering 
|| the ceiling makes the gymnasium 
Members of the board of city) Be, for its duglerigpr audi- 
S their regular| torium. : . 
ee atthe Ad fihistration] The following committees were 
Building yesterday afternoon ac-{|appointed to arrange for the dedi- 
| cepted the new Gerstmeyer gym-! | cation service: | 
nasium and voted to pay the bills! | Dedication Committees, 
| for it on the advice of Lloyd)] stage arrangements — seating | {í 
Fo school ding B, cost on ‚star publie address 
: 08% , Mr. Isaacs, chairman — 
approximately $84,400, was in-i Miss Van Ulzen, Mr. Avelis, Mr. 
spected by members of the board) 'Stantz and Mr. Cottom, 


Friday, March 3. It will be for-"j T,etters to notify guests to be on 
mally dedicated Sunday afternoon. stage (All names in program) Mrs. | 
March 26. 3 ._ Ú] Edwards, r. Stantz, and Mr, Scott. 

The trustees at their meeting Eight s.udents to pass programs: | | 


voted to accept the bid of Noffke| Miss Flack, Mr. Sharpeaifilss Van 
Brothers for $1,392 for a new rub-| Ulzen Mr. Wampler (eu each). | j 
ber tile flooring for the north and Five (or:more) “Hosts” badges! 


south front reading rooms at the for students to Miss Flack, Mr. i 
Fairbanks Library. Sharpe, Mr. Wampler, Mr. May- 


| $ 
n I feld, Mr. Scott, Miss Van Ulzen, | 

| Dedicates New Building 4 Mrs. Records, and Mr, Sisson. T 
| "| Mr. Avelis and Mr. Valle. 1E 
| Today On Campus of |) Publicity: Mr. Isaacs, chairman, |@! 
j z | Mr. Pike, and Mrs. Denehie. | 
9 Northside School. y Announcement in paper — Wed- |i 
f 3/ nesday, Friday, Sunday. Also on 

: radio. ; | 
l The dedication of the new Gerst- [| Decorations: Mr. Schepper, | 


| : 7 |o | chairman — Mrs. Records, Mr.) 
i meyer Memorial gymnasium will | © ; : af 
P take place today at 2:30. The doors a Miss Price, and Mr. May Ve 
Fiwill be open at 1:30. The observ-| J x . aMi 
ance promises to be a memorable |i | Gym arrangements: James Sis- || 


f occasion, not only for the Tech| Son, Se John ` Mayrose, Í, 
alumni but also for the faculty, | | Wright Smith. ; f 
Mstüdents and all the citizens of Mr. Watson, superintendent off] 
f Terre Haute. i? | schools, the members of the school |f] 
j Another group who will long re- board and honored guests will be 


j member the dedication will be the 
f Tech Black Cats for whom the new 
{gym was opened and made ready 
‘on Feb. 3 for the LaPorte game. 
|The Tech basketball team wishes 
|to express its appreciation of the 
courtesy to the contractors and the |f 
j school officials that made it pos-| i 
i sible. E 
i The coaches, along with the) 
| teachers who will use the new f 
F building, are enthusiastic in their |} 
| praise of the new gym. | 
Coach Howard Sharpe says, “The 
Hnew gym is one of the finest in 
i this section of the state. It is al, 
| well-planned plant with both al) 
i boys’ and a girls’ gym. The cream |® 
H colored tile makes the bulding easy || 
| to keep clean. The lighting is excel- 
Į lent. The new gym is a fine school || 
f building equipped to serve the stu- x. 
dents of Gerstmeyer Technical || 
| High School.” i 
Miss Emma Flack, girls’ physical i 
director: “The new gym will pro- 
ivide fine facilities for physical 
‘education and G. A. A. activities. 
| Adequate dressing rooms and| 
showers are a vast improvement | 
over the old ones and will result 
[in more effective work in every} 
| way.” 
Malcolm Scott: “The band room 
will fulfill a number of long-felt; — 
f wants; better acoustics, better light- |” 
ing, better visibility, more room, 
more efficiency, less interference 
with the other classroom work, 
safety, convenience and proper 
| storage of instruments, storage for 
| uniforms and robes, vocal room for) # 
| chorus, piano and theory class, and 
fradio and better recordings made 
in the soundproof band and or- 
chestra room,” _ ú 
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Department of Home Economias Community Affairs File 


Gerstmeyer Technical High School 


In January 1925, The Girls' Vocational school became a part 

of the Gerstmeyer Technical High School. The two year courses , 
Home-making-Commercial, Home-making-Dressmaking, and Home-making- 
Millinery,as organized under the provisions of the Indiana State 
Vocational Law and the Smith Hughes Law were continued. In these 

courses the gorls were requ ired to spend four hours each day in 
home economics. Girls on the regular high school courdes were per- 
mitted to elect any subject offered. 

Courses of Study 


Home-making Commercial Course 


Fißstshear 
l lst Sem, 2nd Sem lst Sem. end Sen. 
Clothing .5 unit .5 unit Hygiene. .5 unit 
Foods . M . G Millinery .5 
Typing ed " 25 t Typing eau y e25 unit 
El.”us. Tr. .d " Home Froblems = a 
Com,Arith, or Bkkg. or 
Shorthand 05 Shorthand .5 .S 
English .5 .5 inglish .5 
Civics (Voc. ) .5 
Clothing .ö 
Home-making Dressmaking 
First Yerr _Second Year 
st Sem. 2nd Sem, i. odii yonr 2nd Sem, 
Clothing 05 AL) Clothing .5 ls 
Gen, Art 5 Hygiene .5 
CostumeDesign sD Home Frob, .5 
Foods 5 ‚5 Millinery .5 
English 6 5 inglish .d 
Voc, Arith, .25 425 Civics-Voc, oo 
VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY RER LATE 
-TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA DOM 
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Home-naking Millinery 


First Year Second Year 
lst Sem. 2nd Sem. lst Sem. end Sem, 
Clothing «5 Unit eS Unit Foods .5 Unit -5 Unit 
Millinery au. 9 ae" Millinery 5 p Ls = 
Art we 8 oa er Hygiene u, 
Voc. arith. aes e295 7 Hone Problens Pte) u 
English 5 " 25 hi English .5 N 
Voc. Civios Py) 


All the courses had a twofold purpose = to train the girl as 
a potential home-maker and to give her a means of earning a living. 
The commercial course was planned to prepare the girl for office 
work, the dress-making course to prepare her to work in an alter- 
ation department or to assist a dress maker and the millinery course 
to prepare her to be an assistant in a millinery shop. 

In the first semester of 1924-25 145 girls registered at the 
Girls! Vocational School, Of these, 125 entered Gerstmeyer in 
January. Seventy-four new girls enrolled, making a total of 199 
girls in the new school. Seven of these girls were on the four- 
year high school course and the remainder on the two year courses. 

The following table gives the teachers in the department, 


the subjects taught, snd the enrollment. 


Teacher Subject Enrollment 

Miss Bernheiner Foods 9S 
p Showalter Clothing 72 
" Marmor Clothing 64 
Hygiene 26 

in Licht Millinery 30 
" Looke Home Problems 12 
sia Sheets Foods & Clothing 45 


(a student assistant) 


In September, 1925, Miss Mary Paige became a member of the 
home economics department. She was in charge of the cafeteria which 
was opened at this time and taught one class in foods. Miss Bernheimer 


3. 
was on leave of absence to attend Columbia University and Miss Tressia 
Vandivier who had been on the faculty of the Girls! Vocational School 
and had just returned from Columbia where she had received her 4.5, 


degree took her classes, 


1925-----1926 lst Sem. 2nd Sen. 
Teacher Subject Enrollment 

Mise Vandivier Foods 82 62 
Showalter Clothing 79 66 
« Marmor Clothing 46 48 
Hygiene 25 28 
* Locke Home Froblems 12 25 
Foods 14 
" Paige Foods 25 22 
" Licht Millinery sl 52 


There were no changes in themfaculty or courses of study dur- 
ing 1926-7 except in the second semester Miss Laatz of the Physical 
Education Department tau ght the hygiene class. Miss Sernheimer on 


her retu rn from Columbia entered the English Department. 


1925---1927 Lst Sem, end Sem, 
Teacher Subject Enrollment 
| a 2 Lae è 
Miss Vandivier Foods 57 58 
Faige Foods 25 19 
“ Locke Foods 23 19 
Home Problems 22 
" Showalter Clothing 31 61 
Hygiene 26 
Marmor - Clothing 48 72 
Laatz Hygiene 28 
" Licht Millinery 40 31 


During the next year Miss Locke taught Vocational Civics, In 
the second Household Chemistry, taught by Mr, Osborne,head of the 
Chemistry department,was substituted for Home Problems, 


1927-1928 lst Sem, 2nd SeoMs 
wiss Vaeaeberer FooaBähjnn: a ele 57 
" Showalter Clothing 40 39 
" Marmor Clothing 41 50 
" Licht Millinery 21 
a Paige Hygiene 25 y 
Home Froblens 7 


Mr. Osborne Household Chemistry 18 


4. 


to Mr. Wm. Fleming and moved to Minneapolis. 


1928- --1929 


Teacher Subject 
iss Vandivier Foods 
+ Locke Foods 
n Brown Foods 
Clothing 
" (Showalter Clothing 
(Martin Millinery 
Hygiene 
" Marmor Clothing 
Mr. Osborne Household Chemistry 


classes were held, 


Mrs. Moore took her place. 


During 1928-29 there were several changes in the department, X 
Miss Paige was married in June to ür. Grover Roll, head of the mathematies 


department and during the Christmas vacation Miss Showalter was married > 


Miss Vandivier became manager 


lst Sem. 


31 
19 
29 


95 
17 


68 
21 


of the Cafeteria. Miss Dorothy finished Miss Showalter's work, 


Miss 


Lois Brown, a senior at Indiana State Normal, taught two classes, 


end Sem, 


46 
22 
19 
25 
40 
19 
23 
65 


Miss Licht 's classes in millinery were taught by Misses Showalter 


and Martin as Miss icht taught only in the afternoon when the women's 


When school opened in September 1929 there were several new member 3 
in the faculty. Miss Vandivier married Mr. Edmund Tetzel in June, 
Miss Marmor was on a leave of absence for the first semester to travel 
in Europe. Anew department was added to take care of the Junior Voca- 
tional girls who had entered Tech, Miss Brown became manager of the 
cafeteria, Miss Hixon substituted for Miss Marmor, Miss Shipley took 
Miss Showalter's place and iiias Carrie Hineline had the Junior girls 


the first semester. She then resigned to go to Michigan to teach and 


5. 


1929-1930 
leacher Subject Enrollment 
Lat Sem. 2nd sem. 
MisaBrown Foods 59 55 
u Locka " 21 27 
" (Hineline Jr. Voc. 11 12 
(Moore Clothing . 17 18 
Laatz Hygiene 18 19 
" opin Clothing 58 71 
Hixon 
“ Shipley Clothing öl 50 
Millinery 28 


Miss Brown was married in June to 
and Miss Shipley became manager of the cafeteria. Miss Marmor again 
had a leave of absence to travel and study abroad and Mrs. Roth took 
her place for the first semester, 
The new course of study which had been adopted by the State 


Soard of Education the year before was introdäced at this time. 


First Year Second Year 
Subject ist.Sem, end Sem, Subject ist Sem, nd Sem, 
ArtRelated to Foods 3 
the Home .5 unit Home Management a5 
Clothing 9. “5 Home Nursing .d 
Foods +5 Household Chem, .5 


The courses in dressmaking and millinery were dropped and ageneral 
course in home economics was substituted for those who do nog care for 


the commercial work. 


1930---1931 
Teacher Subject Enrollment 
lst Sem, ond Sem, 
Miss Bernheimer Art Rel. to ths Home 45 2 
Food > 24 72 
” Locke Home Management 27 17 
s Crosser & p 30 
Jr .Vocational 30 28 
n Clothing 19 
= Shipley 5 54 46 
Mrs, Roth m 66 
Miss armor n 88 
" Laatz Hygiene& Home Nursing 28 26 


Mr. Osborne Household Chemistry 


6 
Miss Bernheimer who left the home economics department in 1925 
returned to us this year. In January she married Mr. Nestor Lazarus of 
St, Louis but continued to teach until June, Bext year , howsoever , she 
will not be back „ Miss Crosser came to us in September to take the 
place of Mrs. Noore, 
It is interesting to note the increase in the number of girls who 


are on the four years courses The number on the two year courses is de- 


creasing. 

Jan. 
Course Jan, 1925 Sept, 1927 Sept. 1929 Sept. 1950 Jan. 1951 
2 Year 192 105 97 111 128 
4 Year 7 88 132 174 201 
Jr. Voo, 10 18 22 


Clara k. Locke 
Head of Home Kc. .Dept. 


northwest 
GERSTMEYER HIGH SCHOOL (1925-1971)stood at the/corner 


of Thirteenth and Locust streets in Terre Haute, Ind. 
Designed originally as the Academic Building for Rose 
Polytechnic Institute by Indianapolis architect Isaac 
Hodgson in 1874, wae the gift of Chauncey Rose, local 
philanthropist, thé Hendscue edifice Of Brick sith 
stone trimmings was four stories high with 46 rooms. 
The engineering school (now Rose-Hulman) moved to its 
present location east of Terre Haute in 1921. The old 
building became Vocational School for Men and Boys in 
1922; the Girls Vocational School was added in 1923, a 
Technical High 
and the name changed to Gerstmeyer WARHRIAHHX School 
in 1925 honoring Dr.Chas, P. Gerstmeyer(1844-1922). 
Still carrying out Chauncey Rose's dream of educating 
young people, the Chauncey Rose Junior High School 


now stands on this site. 


kas 
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TERRE HAUTE FIFTY YEARS AGO—NO. 9—Fifty years ago this 
The structure, consider- 


was the home of Rose Polytechnic Institute. 
ably remodeled in the last decade, is now the Gerstmeyer Technical 


High School at Thirteenth and Locust streets. 
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Subject: Re: Gerstmeyer fight song 


Hi Jim. As I recall, Joanne Youngen provided the fight song lyrics, but she'd gotten them from Frances Jurls, 
another former Gerstmeyer student then named Frances Krackenburg (sp?). Frances actually wrote the song, 


and I have her on tape singing it. unge 


You also might be interested in these attachments? I recently got them (it's actually front-and-back of one little 
card) from Denny Stevens in Chicago. Denny also played ball with Bob and those guys at Gerstmeyer. 


Let me know if I can help in any other way. 


Ted 
[x] ” 010.jpg 
“lg 11 -ipa 


On Wed, Oct 30, 2013 at 8:41 AM iss r o te: 


Good morning, Ted— 


When you were in here with McCormick and the basketball spouses (and | wasn't here until the early 
afternoon), what was the name of the lady who gave you a copy of the Gerstmeyer fight song? 


Special Collections Librarian 


Vigo County Public Library 
One Library Square 
Terre Haute, Indiana 47807 
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WHO make the baskets count 

WHO make the scores amount 
Leonard, Brewer as forward mates 
Dick McDuffee at center rates 
WHO are exceptionals 

WHO won the sectionals 

And tied for City too 

WHO WHO no one but you. 


WHO have the four best guards 

For defefSive they won their awards 

They can play any kind of a zone 

Youngen, Stevens, McCarty and Doan 

Gerstmeyer Black Cats Western Conference Champs 
When they play they down all opposing camps 
1950 Basketball headlines for you, you 

No one but YOU. 
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New $130,000 Gymnasium For Gerstmeyer lL echnical High School 
Planned As Part of Terre Haute’s Post-War Building Program 


" NEW SCHOOL GYMNASIUM PART OF TERRE HAUTE POST-WAR PLANNIN 
> ern) S" 


Plans are being Norepisted for the erection of a gymnasium for! 
Gerstmeyer Technical High School, according to announcement made by| 
|| Superintendent George C. Carroll of the city schools. i \ 
| The proposed new structure will be located on North Thirteenth: 
"street, just north of the main building to which it will be connected by a 
‘tunnel. £ $ 
j With overall dimensions of 150 feet by 118 feet the new structure! 
~iwill include a basement floor as well as a gymnasium floor. The base-! 
"ment floor will include accommodations for the music and printing de-! 
| partments, The gymnasium floor will be adequate for most games ang 


‘\will include bleacher type seats as well as a stage at one end. } 
RU > = ee SU SI oe 
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Community Atta, 


Fie Traditions Of Gerstmeyer High 


Community Affairs File, 


Gerstmeyer Technical High 
School was opened as a four 
year high school in 1925. 

The building at 13th and 
Locust, was originally built in 
the 1870's to house Rose 
Polytechnic Institute. Rose 
Poly moved to its new campus 
east of town in 1922 and the 
building was sold to the Terre 
Haute City Schools. Students 
from the Boys’ Vocational 
School at Lafayette and Third 
Avenue were moved to the 
building that year. In January, 
1925, students from the Girls’ 
Vocational School located at 
6% and Poplar were also 
moved to the Locust Street 
site. 

The school was namedafter 
Dr. Charles Gerstmeyer, a 
local physician who practiced 
medicine in Vigo County for 
56 years. Dr. Gerstmeyer also 
served on the Vigo County 
School Board and because of 
his interest in youth donated 
$1000 to help initiate a 
vocational department in the 
city schools. 

With the move to one 
central location, a full pro- 
gram of high school courses 
was added to the vocational 
curriculum and a four year 
high school program was 
developed. The school re- 
ceived its first class commis- 
sion in 1927 and became a 
member of the North Central 
Association. Throughout its 
history, students from all over 
the ‘county attended Gerst- 


Í 
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Touceat Wess J 
meyer for vocational training. 
Adult classes were offered at 
night and following World War 
il the school participated in 
the Veteran's Training Pro- 
gram. During the Depression 
the National Youth Adminis- 
tration conducted training 
classes at the school for part- 
time students. 


Many traditions were con- 
tinued through the years the 
school was in existence. The 
black and orange school 
colors were those of the Boys’ 
Vocational School and had 
been chosen by Mrs. Louise 
Wood in 1921. They were 
retained at Gerstmeyer. 

William Dickinson is cred- 
ited with the idea of adopting 
the black tat as the school 
mascot. Tradition’ says that 
black cats are hard fighters 
and good luck to their owners, 
but bad luck to those who 
cross their paths. 

The Scarabeus or sacred 


beetle whose wings froma“T” : 
when folded was the name of . 


the school yearbook from 
1930 to 1962. The beetle is 
regarded by Egyptians as the 
symbol of resurrection or 
immortality. The name was 
changed to The Scroll! in 
1962. 

The school newspaper was 
known as The Anvil and first 
appeared in 1922. The Tech 
Tattler was a collection of 
original literary works written 
by Gerstmeyer students and 
was first published in 1944. 


u 


Kathy Compton, Otter Creek student, introduces her parents, Dick and 
Alice Compton, and her sister, Kelly, to her teacher, Mr. Chiado. 


Five principals directed the 
school in its 46 year history. 
Guy Stantz, the first principat 
served for 30 years. He was 
succeeded in 1954 by Cecil 
Martin who had been Dean of 
Boys and a math teacher at 
the school. Mr. Martin died in 
March, 1959, and was 
replaced that fall by Noel 
Douglass who was principal 
until 1963. C. Kenneth 
Cottom took over as chief 
administrator until 1970. 
John Valle was the principal 
at Gerstmeyer in its final year 
of existence. 

Mr. Valle had been a teach- 
er at the school for a number 
of years and had also been a 
member of the first freshman 
class at Gerstmeyer and was 


a 1929 graduate of the 
school. l 

Gerstmeyer classes often 
inaugurated “firsts” tor 
schools in the county. The 
class of 1929 was the first 
school to begin the practice 
of graduating in caps and 
gowns. The first school band 
in Terre Haute was formed at 
Gerstmeyer in 1923. They 
proudly wore uniforms 
donated by Mrs. Charles 
Gerstmeyer. Malcolm Scott 
was the band director from 
1926 to 1964 and wrote the 
school song, “Gerstmeyer 
High.” 

Paul Moss, a 1927 grad- 
uate, wasthefirst Terre Haute 
athlete to be chosen for the 
All-State football team. 

During World War Il Tech 
studentscollected $20,000 in 
bond drives, 19,000 Ibs. of tin, 
and 9,500 Ibs. of paper forthe 
war effort. The Tech Service 
Club sent as’ many as 900 
letters and copies of the 
school newspaper on a 
regular basis to former 
Gerstmeyer students serving 
in the military. The school 
shops were in operation 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week for 
training classes to prepare 
men for industry to. meet war 
needs. 

Mr. Stantz kept. a -small 
notebook with the casualty 
list of Tech boys throughout 
those years. Wayne Newton, 
for whom the American 
Legion Post is named, was 


the first casualty. He was | 
killed at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. 

In 1950 when the new gym 
_was builtforthe school it was 
‚dedicated as.a memorial to 
‚the more than 1600. Tech 


students who served in World 
War Il. Sixty-eight men from 


" Gerstmeyer lost their lives in 


the war. 


To Be Continued Next Issue 


